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EARNINGS IN INDUSTRY AND SERVICES 
Eurostat presents in this note the updating of 
the publication "Earnings, Industry and Ser­
vices". Data for October 1990 and April 1991 
are shown by branch of activity (NACE 1­2 
digits) whereas the results for October 1991, 
which are only available for certain countries, 
are shown only by major groups. 
In addition, average earnings of employees in 
the main economic sectors are given, ex­
pressed in ECU and PPS, thereby allowing a 
direct comparison between countries. 
In terms of purchasing power standards (PPS), 
the average hourly earnings of an industrial 
worker in the Community is 8.0 PPS. Six coun­
tries are above the Community average, the 
other six being below. In April 1991 average 
hourly earnings of a worker in Denmark were 
9.9 PPS, while at the other extreme, average 
earnings in Portugal were 3.0 PPS. 
Graph 1: Gross hourly earnings of manual 
workers in industry in PPS (April 1991) 
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Luxembourg: April 1990 
Italy: Eurostat estimate 
Graph 2: Average rate of annual change in 
real earnings of manual workers in industry 
(1985-1991) 
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Luxembourg: 1985­1990 
Italy: estimate for 1991 
Between 1985 and 1991 real hourly earnings of 
industrial workers (deflated by consumer price 
indices) increased in every country with the 
exception of Greece. 
Average annual increases ranged from 2.8 % 
in Germany to 0.7 % in France. By contrast in 
Greece real earnings decreased on average by 
1.6 % per year during this period. 
A similar increase was observed for real aver­
age earnings of industrial employees. This also 
applies to employees in the services sector. 
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Tabte 1 
AVERAGE GROSS HOURLY EARNINGS OF MANUAL WORKERS 
BY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
Β DK D GR1) E1) F 2) | IRL 3) | I | L NL Ρ UK5) 
a) Nominal trends (Indices, October 1985 = 100) 




































































































































































































































































b) Real trends ( Indices, October 1985 = 100 ) 4) 










































































1 ) Quarterly averages 
2) These indices are not published due to a change in the survey between April 1988 and October 1988 
3) March and September 
4) Data obtained by deflation of nominal data by means of consumer prices indices 
5) These indices are not published since 1991 due to a change in the survey between October 1990 and April 1991 
Table 1 (continued) 
AVERAGE GROSS HOURLY EARNINGS OF MANUAL WORKERS 
BY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
GR1) | E1) DK IRL 3) I NL UK 6) 
c) Data expressed In Ecu 7) 















































































































































































































d) Data expressed in current PPS 8) 















































































































































































































6) The data for 1991 are not comparable with the earlier figures. 
7) European Currency Unit 
8) Purchasing power parities for gross domestic product 
Table 2 
AVERAGE GROSS HOURLY EARNINGS OF MANUAL WORKERS BY INDUSTRIAL GROUPS, 
(IN NATIONAL CURRENCY) 
NACE 
A All industries (NACE 1 to 5) 
Β All industries (NACE 1 -5 excp. 16 and 17) 
C Mining and quarrying (NACE 11,13, 21, 23) 
D Manufacturing industries 
(NACE 12,14,15,22,24-26,3,4) 
1 Energy and water 
11 Extraction of solid fuels 
12 Coke ovens 
13 Extrac, petroleum, natural gas 
14 Mineral oil refining 
15 Nuclear fuels industry 
16 Prod, electricity, gas, steam 
17 Water supply 
21 Extrac, of metalliferous ores 
22 Production of metals 
23 Other minerals, peat extrac. 
24 Manufacture of non-metallic mineral products 
25 Chemical industry 
26 Man-made fibres industry 
3 Metal manufact., engineering 
31 Manufact. of metal articles 
32 Mechanical engineering 
33 Off. machinery, data process. 
34 Electrical engineering 
35 Motor vehicles, parts, access 
36 Other means of transport 
37 Instrument engineering 
41/42 Food, drink and tobacco 
43 Textile industry 
44 Leather and leather goods 
45 Manuf. of clothing, footwear 
46 Timber, wooden furniture 
47 Paper, printing, publishing 
48 Proc. of rubber and plastic 
49 Other manufacturing indust. 
































































































































































































































































1) Nace 50 is not included in Nace Β 
2) Nace 12 included in Nace C 
Nace 12 included in Nace 11 
Nace 12 and 15 are not included in Nace D 
3) Quarterly averages 
Table 2 (continued) 
AVERAGE GROSS HOURLY EARNINGS OF MANUAL WORKERS BY INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
(IN NATIONAL CURRENCY) 
E 4) F 5) I IRL 6) I | L 7) | NL8) | P_9) UK 































































































































































































































































































4) Quarterly averages 
Nace 12.14 and 15 included in Nace C 
Nace 12 included in Nace 11 
Nace 14 and 15 included in Nace 13 
5) Nace 12.14 and 15 are not included in Nace D 
Nace 14 included in Nace 13 
6) Data for March and September 
Nace 50 is not included in Nace A and Β 
Nace 26 included in Nace 25 
Footwear included in Nace 44 
7) Nace 11 and 13 are not included in Nace C 
Nace 26 included in Nace 25 
Nace 33 and 37 included in Nace 34 
8) April 1991: estimates 
9) Only Nace 23 is include in Nace C 
Tabte 3 
AVERAGE GROSS MONTHLY EARNINGS OF NON-MANUAL WORKERS, 
BY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
DK GR1) | E1) F 2) [ IRL 3) I NL UK 
a) Nominal trends (Indices, October 1985 = 100) 










































































































































































































































































b) Real trends (Indices, October 1985 = 100) 4) 





































1 ) Quarterly averages 
2) These indices are not published due to a change in the survey between April 1988 and October 1988 
3) March and September 
4) Data obtained by deflation of nominal data by means of consumer prices indices 
Table 3 (continued) 
AVERAGE GROSS MONTHLY EARNINGS OF NON-MANUAL WORKERS 
BY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
DK D | GRTF1 E1) IRL 3) I NL UK 
c) Data expressed in Ecu 5) 































































































































































































d) Data expressed in current PPS 6) 























































































































































































































5) European Currency Unit 
6) Purchasing power parities for gross domestic product 
Table 4 
AVERAGE GROSS MONTHLY EARNINGS OF NON-MANUAL WORKERS BY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS, 
(IN NATIONAL CURRENCY) 
DK1) D 2) GR 3) 
NACE 90 Χ 91 IV 90 Χ 91 IV 90 Χ 91 IV 90 Χ 91 IV 
A All industries (NACE 1 to 5) 
Β All industries (NACE 1­5 excp. 16 and 17) 
C Mining and quarrying (NACE 11,13, 21,23) 
D Manufacturing industries 
(NACE 12,14,15,22,24­26,3,4) 
1 Energy and water 
11 Extraction of solid fuels 
12 Coke ovens 
13 Extrac, of petroleum, natural gas 
14 Mineral oil refining 
15 Nuclear fuels industry 
16 Prod, electricity, gas, steam 
17 Water supply 
21 Extrac, of metalliferous ores 
22 Production of metals 
23 Other minerals, peat extrac. 
24 Manufacture of non­metallic mineral products 
25 Chemical industry 
26 Man­made fibres industry 
3 Metal manufact., engineering 
31 Manufact of metal articles 
32 Mechanical engineering 
33 Off. machinery, data process. 
34 Electrical engineering 
35 Motor vehicles, parts, access 
36 Other means of transport 
37 Instrument engineering 
41/42 Food, drink and tobacco 
43 Textile Industry 
44 Leather and leather goods 
45 Manuf. of clothing, footwear 
46 Timber, wooden furniture 
47 Paper, printing, publishing 
48 Proc. of rubber and plastic 
49 Other manufacturing indust. 
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1) Nace 50 is not Included in Nace B 
2) Nace 12 Included In Nace 11 
3) Quarterly averages 
Table 4 (continued) 
AVERAGE GROSS MONTHLY EARNINGS OF NON-MANUAL WORKERS BY MAJOR INDUSTRIAL GROUPS 
ON NATIONAL CURRENCY) 
E 4) | F 5) | IRL 6) [ I | L 7) | NL | Ρ 8) | UK 
90 X 91 IV 90 X 91 IV 90 X 91 IV 90 X 91IV 
183831 202316 13119 13560 1446 1497 
181121 193433 13119 13560 1430 1473 
232165 250575 15693 16027 1525 1620 
189798 201282 13094 13535 1428 1470 





















































































































































































































4) Quarterly averages 
Nace 12,14 and 15 included in Nace C 
Nace 12 included in Nace 11 
Nace 14 and 15 included in Nace 13 
5) Nace 12,14 and 15 are not included in Nace D 
Nace 14 included in Nace 13 
6) Data for March and September 
Nace 50 is not included in Nace A and Β 
Nace 26 included in Nace 25 
7) Nace 26 included in Nace 25 
Nace 33 and 37 included in Nace 34 
8) Only Nace 23 is included in Nace C 
Tables 
AVERAGE GROSS MONTHLY EARNINGS OF NON-MANUAL WORKERS, 
BY MAJOR GROUPS OF ACTIVITY (SERVICES) 
Β DK D1) I GR 2) | E 2) ΙΆ. IRL NL UK 
a) Nominal trends (indices, October 1985 = 100) 










































































Retail distribution (Nace 64/653-656) 
Banking and finance (Nace 81 exe 811 ) 


























































































































b) Real trends (indices, October 1985 s 100) 4) 




Retail distribution (Nace 64/653-656) 
Banking and finance (Nace 81 exe 811 ) 










































1) Nace 62 in dudes Nace 61 and retail distribution includes Nace 651 and 652 
2) Quarterly averages 
3) These indices are not published due to a change In the survey between April 1988 and October 1988 
4) Data obtained by deflation of nominal data by means of consumer prices indices 
10 
Table 5 (continued) 
AVERAGE GROSS MONTHLY EARNINGS OF NON-MANUAL WORKERS, 
BY MAJOR GROUP OF ACTIVITY (SERVICES) 
DK P I ) | GR2) | E2) F 3) IRL I NL UK 
c) Data expressed in Ecu 5) 



















































































































































































d) Data expressed in current PPS 6) 



















































































































































































5) European Currency Unit 
6) Purchasing power parities for gross domestic product 
11 
Methodology 
These data are taken from the harmonized statistics on earnings. Half-yearly information is 
collected on the hourly gross amounts actually paid to manual workers in industry, and the 
gross monthly earnings of non-manual workers in industry and services (wholesale and retail 
distribution, credit institutions and insurance). "Gross earnings" covers remuneration in cash 
paid by the employer, paid regularly at the time of each wage payment, before tax deductions 
and social security contributions which are payable by the wage-earners and retained by the 
employer. The data are broken down according to NACE (General Industrial Classification of 
Economic Activities within the European Communities). They give systematically all the two-
digit headings and a number of more detailed subdivisions. The results of these statistics are 
given in detail by country and, for some countries, by region (Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and the United Kingdom). 
Since 1985, transmission to Eurostat of data on earnings for Italy has been interrupted, due to 
problems arising during the collection and processing of data. This followed the setting up of a 
new survey in Italy. 
Purchasing power standard (PPS) : Unit of purchasing power parity which allows the elimination 
of differences in price levels between countries. The purchasing power parity rate between the 
purchasing power standard and each national currency expresses the number of national 
currency units required at the time "t" to purchase in each country of the Community the same 
volume of goods and services as would be obtained with 1 purchasing power standard in the 
Community. 
Absolute values of PPS have changed due to the rebasing of the series to the year 1990 
(previously 1985). There are significant differences between earnings expressed in PPS in this 
publication and those previously published. 
For any further information : 
Latest publications on this topic available from Eurostat : 
Earnings - Industry and services. 
Harmonized statistics of earnings, methodology of national surveys. 
Net earnings of manual workers in manufacturing industry in the Community - 1991. 
Labour costs 1988 : 
volume 1 : principal results. 
volume 2 : results by size classes and by region. 
Labour costs : updating 1989 - 1990. 
Databank CRONOS domain SOCI : 
This data base contain all earnings statistics available at Eurostat as well as certain data about 
labour costs and their updating. 
For any further information : please contact Eurostat, Unit E2, Living and working conditions. 
Ana NOBRE : telephone (352) 4301-2730 / 4863 
Santiago LORANCA : telephone (352) 4301-3273 / 4143 
Fax : (352)4301-4415 
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